December 26th, 2004

Hi Gavin

Thanks for your phone call last night. Nice to hear you again. You sounded good. Yesterday, I sent an-e-mail to the three staff members at Park Regency Club wishing them a Merry Christmas and mentioned that you had gone from LA to Boston to England. 

Nadine arrived last Saturday evening for her holidays. Did a shorter, slower run that day so I wouldn’t be too tired when she got here. Fortunate, as we didn't get to bed until about 1 am! She managed to get a cold and has been coughing and sniffling most of the time since arriving. If I remember correctly, the same thing happened when she was here two years ago. The next day, I took her to the gym for a light workout. She has been out nearly everyday meeting her friends. 
Last week was the fifth anniversary of the handover of Macau to China. President Hu was there for the celebrations. Tung Chee Wah and his ministers went over too, though given what happened they probably wished they hadn’t! They were all lined up in a hall for photographs with the president. But then the president gave them a public dressing down for their poor governance. They looked like a bunch of naughty students lined up in front of the headmaster getting a scolding. Mr Tung was wringing his hands at times and would not make eye contact with the president. When they returned to HK, Mr Tung appeared in front of the local news cameras trying to put over the dressing down as 'encouragement' from the president. And then, almost on cue, many of his ministers came out spouting the same line. Mr Tung retires in 2007 and the knives are coming out already as several possible candidates jockey for position. One potential CE is Arthur Li, though I most fervently hope he does not get it. If I am still in HK then, I would seriously consider leaving. 
The KCR Ma On Shan extension from Tai Wai officially opened the other day. So people can now go from Ma On Shan to East TST. The KCR will also soon complete an extension line from Sheung Shui to the border at Lok Ma Chau. They are getting quite a network of lines; not just the line from Hunghom to Lowu. 
Christmas day yesterday. Cooler. Managed to have a good fast run, up and around the Cloudy Hill area, where you managed to start the little motor. With a time of 2 hrs 14 mins, it was 18 minutes faster than last time, which is nearly 12% faster. (Can’t compare it with other runs as I had not done that precise route before, but I think last year’s run was slow.) In the afternoon, Nadine decided to go to see the 'Nutcracker.' I was in the bath when she decided so she took the 1 p.m. bus. On getting there, she called to say she had purchased 2 of the last 4 tickets. So I rushed into TST on the 2 p.m. bus but of course we were still a little late. This is the third time I have seen it and I don’t think I want to see it again!
That it for now. Quite short again! Cheers.
· 1

